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THE OPPORTUNITIES 
A range of accessible poems, with fairly easy to identify thematic links 
 
Opportunities for creative teaching and preparation from Y7 

 

Familiar assessment demands for teachers, unlike parts of the new Language 
papers 
 



THE CHALLENGES 
Context – students often shoehorn in (sometimes irrelevant) context in a way that 
feels like they are writing by numbers. 
  
Effects – students don’t pause to think about their personal response before they 
begin to analyse. They lack confidence in their own ability to read a poem or to 
engage with its content/ themes. 
 

Terminology – students are driven by their desire to feature-spot, more than to 
engage with the reasons behind the techniques and methods 



‘FOUND’ POETRY 
Creative and fun for students 
Encourages them to think about the impact of individual word choices as well as 
overall tone and effect of language 
Makes phrases memorable/ recognisable 

Students make links between certain poems almost without realising. 

Start considering themes and ideas that will be prominent in the poems  

 



INTRO TO YOUR ANTHOLOGY 
Read up to 4 of the poems in your cluster 
You only need to read them to look for words and phrases you like rather than for 
their meaning within the poem. 

•  Powerful phrases 
•  Interesting phrases 
•  Exciting words 
•  Images 

Write them down on your note pad and be ready to share/ explain why you chose 
those words or phrases. 
 



YOUR 
THEME IS 
POWER 
AND/OR 
CONFLICT.  
USE YOUR 
WORDS AND 
PHRASES IN 
YOUR OWN 
PIECE OF 
WRITING. IT 
COULD BE A 
POEM OR A 
PIECE OF 
PROSE. 



NEXT STEPS- START COMING UP WITH 
PREDICTIONS AND CATEGORIES THAT YOU CAN 
COME BACK TO… 

Love and relationships 
•  What types of relationships might we see? What themes and ideas relating to 

relationships and love might be presented?  
 

Power and conflict 

•  What sort of poems are we going to study? 
•  If they say war poems take them back to anyone who picked phrases form The Prelude 

or Ozymandias etc 
•  What sort of themes and ideas are we expecting 



SPEED DATING 
Opportunities for students to work collaboratively or in groups – students can 
therefore work more consistently in the ZPD. 
Conversation prompts to encourage deeper thinking about the poems, and to 
engage with the poet as well as the content 
Opportunities to observe students’ interactions and use responses in whole class 
feedback or to identify misconceptions. 
Whole class involvement, but “lower-risk” than voicing their personal response to 
the whole class initially. 



Speed dating as poets – assign each member of the class a 
poet and they must hot seat each other in role. 
Benefits: 

o shy children who resist drama in front of the 
whole class have an opportunity to participate 
o  encourages students to think about the 
thoughtful crafting of the poem 
o  as much or as little differentiation as needed 
Drawbacks: 

o  students focus principally on one poet as a 
springboard for comparison (perhaps narrower 
than other options) 

You are Lord Byron. 
•  You are especially proud 

of the imagery you have 
used and the way you 

have structured your 
poem. •  Make sure you remind 

everyone you speak to 
about your important 

messages in the poem. 

•  Focus on lines 1-4. 
 



Speed dating as essay preparation – display a 
comparative essay question on the board and 
students work together to plan it. 

 

Benefits: 

o Models the reality of GCSE assessment demands where students have to 
think quickly 
 

Drawbacks: 

o  Further work is required to transfer the plan to writing, and to consolidate 
the discussion 



Speed dating as a means to generate specific 
ideas/ analytical or evaluative points – give the 
students a list of questions to ask each other about 
the poem. 

 
Benefits: 

o Highly structured activity which can help provide focused analysis 
 
Drawbacks: 

o  Ensure you build in time for them to explore their own ideas which may 
deviate from the questions 



Speed Dating Evaluative Comments! 

Those moving round:  
Collect all the cards and choose 4 to 
use in turn for your four dates.  You fill 
in, together with your date, the card 
you chose with quotation and 
comment.  



9 students inside the 
circle stay in their 
chairs.  They await 
their dates! 

9 students outside the 
circle move around the 
circle (clockwise to the 
left).  They choose 4 
from seven cards to 
use in turn as they go 
through four speed 
dates. 
 
Each date is 4 minutes 

The poem is ‘The 
Farmer’s Bride’ 

Which was the best date? 
 
Which would you like to date again? 



Speed dating as a means to inspire creativity/ 
introduce a poem 
 

Benefits: 

o Creative and interesting 
 

Drawbacks: 

o  Some students who lack confidence in this area will need reassurance 



Speed dating with complimentary roles – students have one 
poem to work with, but each student is assigned a different area e.g. context, 
language analysis, structural analysis. Students decide on the interpretation or 
effect first, or choose from a range of options you give them and then meet their 
match and act as experts in their area to provide a whole analysis. 
 
Benefits: 

o Personal interpretation is prefaced before feature spotting 
o Students develop confidence in an area, or build experience in an area they need to 
work on. 
 

Drawbacks: 

o  Often works better with slightly more time 



PLANNING 
SPEED DATING 
L.O. TO UNDERSTAND AND DEVELOP QUICK FIRE 
PLANNING STRATEGIES. 



SPEED DATING 
You have five minutes with your partner before moving on to the next person. 
You will be given an essay question on the board, which you must plan together.  
You should BOTH write notes, as you will need them later on in the lesson. 



Compare the way that the separation 
of parent and child is presented in 
‘Eden Rock’ and one other poem. 

End 



COMPARE THE WAYS POETS PRESENT 
DISTANT RELATIONSHIPS IN ‘SONNET 29’ AND 

ONE OTHER POEM 

End 



COMPARE THE WAYS THE POETS PRESENT 
STRONG RELATIONSHIPS IN ‘MOTHER, ANY 

DISTANCE’ AND ONE OTHER POEM. 
 

End 



COMPARE THE WAY THAT WRITERS PRESENT 
DAMAGED RELATIONSHIPS IN ‘NEUTRAL TONES’ 

AND ONE OTHER POEM 

End 

If you are unfamiliar 
with the ‘Love and 
Relationships’ cluster, 
then choose ‘Winter 
Swans’ 



Compare the way that poets use 
memory in ‘Follower’ and one other 

poem 
 

End 

If you are unfamiliar 
with the ‘Love and 
Relationships’ cluster, 
then choose ‘Walking 
Away’. 



Compare the ways that poets use 
nature to reflect relationships in 

‘Love’s Philosophy’ and one other 
poem. 

 End 

If you are unfamiliar 
with the ‘Love and 
Relationships’ cluster, 
then choose ‘I think 
of thee’. 



CHOOSE YOUR BEST MATCH 
OF THE HOUR 
Write at least one model paragraph using the following success criteria: 
Clear comparative statement 
Short rich quotations 

Analysis of form, structure and language 

Use of key terminology 

Developed use of context 



JOIN ANOTHER GROUP 
How well has the group matched the success criteria? 
What would be their next steps for development? 
 

Success Criteria 

Clear comparative statement 

Critical perspective 

Short rich quotations 
Analysis of form, structure and language 

Use of key terminology 

 



OVER TO YOU… 
mmarshall14@ucl.ac.uk 
gdye@twyford.ealing.sch.uk 
 

If you’d like any resources or you want us to share a resource you mentioned then 
email us! I can also put stuff up on the wedsite 
www.Londonenglishteachers.co.uk   


